ENC1101		N. Anderson
Major Essay 3- Synthesis

Objectives

	For this assignment you will write a 1,000+ word synthesis essay. The essay will engage an arguable issue related to technology, education, the economy, diet, health, or sleep or psychological disorders. To support your argument you will draw on research and utilize all three rhetorical appeals—ethos, pathos, and logos. Your essay will summarize the main points of the articles it analyzes as well as present and argue for an original thesis on the topic. 
 
Rhetorical Context

	You are writing this essay with the intended audience of well-educated members of the university community. As such, you should utilize formal language and keep the essay as professional as possible. Your purpose is to present and support an original thesis that enters your own ideas into a conversation with other writers on the topic. This essay should fall into the genre of a synthesis essay and have all the necessary components of such an essay (see pg. 208 of A&B).

Requirements

The following criteria must be met in order to receive full credit for your work. Failure to comply with any of these requirements will penalize your grade: 
· Minimum 1,000 words
· MLA Format with 12 pt Times New Roman font
· Present an original thesis and support it using all three rhetorical appeals
· Effectively summarize and analyze four or more sources on the same topic (one source must be a peer reviewed source that you find via the library database)
· Original Work
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Final draft due to Turnitin.com by 4-15 at midnight 


Scoring Criteria
	Your essay will be evaluated on four different criteria that are described below. Each of these individual scores are combined in order to determine your final grade. It is entirely possible to receive a high grade in one category but fail another, so keep all of these aspects of your paper in mind as you begin to write. 


	Purpose & Structure:
The essay should have unity and coherence. It should stay focused on the rhetoric of the listed sources, and all supporting information should reinforce the thesis. The essay’s structure should have an engaging introduction, clear topic sentences, smooth transitions, and a logical progression of thought.
	20%

	Research Analysis:
The essay should summarize the main points of all sources used and explain how they relate to the thesis of the essay. This analysis should evaluate the perspective of the sources and the important data and rhetorical strategies used. Use of these sources should show an understanding of different source incorporation strategies, including quotes, paraphrase, and summary.  All sources must be properly cited.
	20%

	Thesis:
The central part of your synthesis essay should be a clear, credible, original, and arguable thesis that takes place in an academic conversation with the sources it analyzes. This should be underlined and clearly identified. 
	20%

	Rhetorical Strategies: 
Your original thesis should be supported with rhetorical points from your sources and all 3 rhetorical appeals, ethos, pathos, and logos, must be utilized. 
	20%

	Mechanics:
The final draft of the paper should show sufficient editing and revision. It should also utilize college-level grammar and correctly follow MLA formatting conventions. The essay should have a properly formatted Works Cited page and utilize appropriate citations. 
	20%



